Women , Minorities 
Total Under 6% of 
Nation’s FBI Agents 

WASHINGTON (AP>— Fewer than 6 
percent of the nation’s FBI agents are 
women or members of minorities, ac- 
cording to a General Accounting Of- 
fice study released yesterday. 

As of March 31, 1 2 percent of the 
FBI’s special agents were women and 
4.5 percent were members of minori- 
ties, said the GAO, the investigative 
arm of Congress. 

In a letter to the GAO, John J. Mc- 
Dermott, assistant to FBI Director 
William H. Webster, agreed there are 
far too few women and minority spe- 
cial agents. 

"The need for drastic improvement 
in the representation of women and 
minorities within the 'special agent 
position is well recognized by FBI 
management and highly concerted ef- 
forts are currently being undertaken ; 
to insure measurable gains will be 
achieved in this area in as short as 
time as possible,” he said. 

The GAO report said that more 
progress has been made by the Fed- 
eral Prison System and the Law En- 
forcement Assistance Administration, 
but that minority representation in 
U.S. attorneys’ offices decreased 6 
percent to a total of 8 percent be- 
tween late 1976 and March 31, 1978. 

‘•They’ve got a long way to go,” said 
Rep. Don Edwards. (D-Calif.), chair- 
man of the House Judiciary subcom- 
mittee on constitutional and civil 
rights. 

At a hearing on the matter, Ed- 
wards said that programs to bring 
women and minorities into the federal 
work force must be continued. 

The GAO recommended that the 
Justice Department monitor recruit- 
ing and selection procedures more 
closely, develop methods for insuring 
equal opportunity in promotions, and 
modify its system for registering com- 
plaints. 




